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. DUXBURY

7, 1Torts to protect piping plovers

~ at Duxbury Beach could be

- more successful this year than

. last, even after the Buzzards

S452d Bay oil spill.

Thirtee: .:ests hold newly hatched

“*hicks and a few eggs, said Jim
Dimmeen, endangered species officer at
Duxbury Beach. Each nest holds four
€285, S0 as many a- S2 plgvers could
hatch. . :

“They're looking great.” Dimmeen
said, partly because no nests have been
washed out like last year,

“They nested a little bit higher, and 1o
didn’t have the same sort of winter,” he

e'same riests and birds évery day, It I6oks like agood year for piping plovers,

= = 5 oy

GREG DERR photos/The Patriot Ledgar

._said. Last year, 14 pairs of plovers nested
- on thie beach; but waves washed six of

the nests awav. , . , .
The pipingpover is a threatened o
species, which means it could become .
endangered if the population drops too
low. Because the birds are threatened,
wildlife officials can take stcps to
prevent further population decreases.
Those steps involve monitoring the
nests between 7 a.m. and 8 p.m. to ensure
their safety and watching the birds®
movements. Officials build wiré structures
around the nests ta keep predators out.
The dangers the chicks face are great,
both b +"rc and after they hatch, said
Andrea Jones, director of the Coastal

Please see PLOVERS — Page 2
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